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. ſubject, which makes the fourth in the 
pPreſent collection. Next, you will tell 
ſtſtzßem that you by no means intend to de- 
prive them of their juſt Praiſe, but that 
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br in all ages; and that a grain or two 
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Held, ald L my 5054 Meg 1 did. not 
mean to put your eloquence to the ſtretch 
for this panegyric on his intellectua endow- 
ments, which I am very ready to take upon 
truſt, and, to ſay the truth, have never 
heard violently run down by any but very 
prejudiced or very dull men. "His moral 
a Kot are thoſe Iam n moſt concerned for. | 
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cc love of letters and of virtue, his vene- 

ration of great and good men, his deli- 3 

c cacy of honour in not aſſuming to him- "= 

_ * ſelf or depreſſing the merit of others, 
« his readineſs to give their due to all men 


« of real deſert whoſe. principles he oppoſes, 
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ce. my 8 od allen... Nor 18 this 
« enumeration, tho it be far from com- 
plete, made at random. J could illuſ⸗ | 
-< trate each of theſe virtues by various: in- 
i ſtances, taken from his works, were it 
tnt that the perſon you mean to addreſs 
dis more converſant in them, and more 

« ready, I may preſume, to do him juſtice 
< on any fitting occaſion | than myſelf. 
he liberty indeed he takes of diſſenting 
from many great names is conſiderable, 
aas well as of ſpeaking his free thoughts 
of the writers for whom he hath no 
„ eſteem. But the one he doth: with that 


* pet and deference, and the other with 
„ that reaſon and juſtice, and both with WM 
* that ingenuous openneſs and candour, 5 
2 the characteriſtics of a truly great mind, 1 
4 that they, whom he oppoſes, cannot be = 
angry, and they whom he cenſures, are I 
not miſuſed; I mention this the rather on 
account of the clamour which has fo f 
frequently been raiſed againſt the free- : 
| 3 « dom and ſeverity of his pen. But there bf 
is no myſtery in the caſe. No dead wri- 5 
1 « ter is ſo bad but he has ſome advocates, i 

* and no living one ſo 9 but i 
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ee «© the has Genie fried And the ker 
tune is, that while the preſent generation 

« is too much prejudiced to do him right, 5 

ce poſterity, to whom the appeal of courſe 
lies, are not likely to have it in their 
« power to rejudge the cauſe : the names } 
“ and writings, he moſt undervalues, being 

« ſach as are haſtening, it ſeems, to that 
(e oblivion which . is Prepared for 158 5 
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ce Theſe tins "RE are ſome of the K 
<« obvious qualities of the wrITER, and 
for the perſonal virtues of the MAN —_ 
But here I may well refer you to Dr. 
_* JoRTiN himſelf, who will take a pleaſure = 
« to aſſure you, that his private character 
is not i reſpectable than his public; 
4 0p rather, if the one demands our vene- 
<« ration, that the other muſt. ſecure 'our 
love. And yet why reſt the matter on 
“the credit of ONE, when ALL of his ac- 
2 quaintance agree in this, that he is the 
« eaſieſt in his converſation, the frankeſt 
and moſt communicative, the readieſt to 
do all good offices, in ſhort the pes! v, 
En Belt ard moſt generous of T 
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diſowned that this magnified man hath- 


his foibles as well as another. I will be 5 
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earned labours, he is 
rather diſpoſed to think himſelf injured by 


malicious ſlanders and groſs miſrepreſen- 


tations, And then, as he hath abundantly 
too much wit, eſpecially for a great divine, 
he is apt to ſay ſuch things, as though dull 


men do not well comprehend, they ſee 


reaſon enough to take offence at. Beſides, 
he doth not ſufficiently conſult his _— or 
ths intereſt by theobſervance tor 
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